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ACDHRS Holds 11" IHRP

The African Centre for Democracy
and Human Rights Studies, held it
11™ Training Course on the Use of
International Human  Rights
Procedures for the Promotion and
Protection of Human rights in
Africaat the Palais des Congresin
Naimey, Niger from May 5 -10,
2002.

The one week training course,
which was attended by 22
participants from aaoss the
continent, was amed at
introduwcing the participants to the
basic international and regional
human rights instruments,
especidly the African Charter on
Human and Peoples Rights,
Convention on the Elimination of
al forms of discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW), Conventionon

the Rights of the Child (CRC) and
the African Charter on the Rights
and Welfare of the Child
(ACRWC) . The participants were
also trained on how to send in
communicaions or complaints to
the African Commisson as well as
the UN High Commisdon for
Human Rights.

In delivering her speech to the
participants of the 11" Training
Course, the Exeautive Director of
the African Centre, Mrs. Hannah
Forster, edoed the fact the
situation of human rights on the
cortinent had not improved much
as expected. Civil wars and
pdlitical strife, she said, are still
the order of the day in Africa,
while the freedom of expression is
continuausly threatened.

(FromL-R Justice Hassan B. Jall ow, Mrs. Souna Diallo and Justice Min. Alhadji Moussa)

Mrs. Forster stated that the
situation of minority groups in
most African countries has redly
deteriorated as we have seen
minorities being rooted ou from
their origina homelands without
any consideration of their dignity
as human beings. These ads de
said, are serious violations of the
rights of these people and are
perpetuated by their own
governments in most cases.

(Contd. on page 13)
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Governments, Human Rights Institutions
and Human Rights NGOs
“Bridging the Gap”

1 obody can conced the fact that

today the relationships between
African Governments and Nationd
Human Rights Institutions on the
one hand and African Human Rights
NGO on the other, have taken a
diding path.

There has been a lot of acasations
by governments levelled against
human rights NGOs, to the extent
that in cetain courtries human
rights adivists are labelled as
“Saboteurs’, dissdents, pditicd
opporents and even unpatriotic
citizens who are sporsored by
outside influences to crede daos.
But are theses accusations by
governments redly true?

A thorough anaysis of the matter
has reveded beyond any shadow of
a doult, that most governments in
Africa simply do nd like to be
criticised, espedaly on issles
relating to their poa human rights
record. In this regard, governments
seehuman rights NGOs and activists
asthreasto the status quo

\who shodd na be dlowed any
breading gound.

In an attempt to silence these voices,
some governments have utilised
very crude methods including
torture, forced exiled and in certain
cases long term imprisonment of
human rights adivists. Others have
issied a ban on the registration o
such NGOs hence forcing them to
work “underground’ with all the
Dangers that  arise  from
prosecution

Using obnoxous deaees and
legidations pased to curtail such
operations. It is aso evident that
some governments, in trying to
change e@peaances have set up
Nationd Human Rights
Commissons and dher human
rights ingtitutions like the office of
the Ombudsman as window dressng
to satisfy the expedations of the
International Community and aher
dona agencies who are now
stressing on isses of good
governance and the rule of law as a
pre -requisite for aid, aher related
grants and even technicd asdstance.
In most cases, however, these
National Human Rights Ingtitutions
ad like agents of the government
rather than an independent body to
redress human rights violation and
to gve alvice to governments on
isaJe pertaining to human rights and
goodgovernance

Worst still, some National Human
Rights Institutions also see human
rights NGOs as opponents and hence
try to frustrate the work of these
NGOs. Most of these NGOs are
excluded from vital national issues
like the formulation d national
podicies. However, it has to be
emphasised that the promotion and
protedion d human rights is the
colledive resporsibility of all
stakeholders within the state, and the
human rights NGOs have aduty to
monitor and report on any form of
human rights violation, whether
committed by government
sporsored agencies or individuals.
Thiswatchdogrole of human rights
NGOs cannot be cmmpromised.

Human rights NGOs, National
Human Rights Institutions and
Governments must, therefore, bridge
the widening ggp between them and
work as partners for the common
good d the general citizenry.

It must also be mentioned that there
are some NGOs operating within the
continent, whose motives are not
very clea to ether their
governments or to fellow NGOs.
These include those NGOs who
entangled themselves into partisan
pdlitics and hence see governments
as an eternal enemies. They criticise
every move of governments even
those that are genuindly meant to
bring peacewithin the courty. Such
NGOs must desist from adive
partisan pditics and strive to work
in the service of humanity for the
attainment of gender equality,
sustainable development, justice and
peace

The widening gap must be bridged.
Government must be fair and
transparent in their dedings with
human rights NGOs, while National
Human Rights Institutions must be
independent of government control
and redise that NGO are not
necessarily opporents but potential
collaborators and NGOs have to be
genuine and their work done in the
interest of humanity.

Until this equation is achieved, ou
desired objedives of justice
equality, development and peace
will remain in a state of suspended
animation.



ACDHRS, ACHPR Hold NGO Forum
Precedng The 33" Ordinary Sesson

The African Centre for Democracy
and Human Rights Studies
(ACDHRS), in collaboration with
the African Commisson on
Human and Peoples Rights
(ACHPR) held the Forum on the
participation d NGOs in the Work
of the African Commisson and the
7™ African Human Rights Book
Fair at the Palais de Congres in
Niamey, Niger from May 12- 14,
2003.

The Forum brought together 125
participants from 31 courtries
mainly from Africa (108) as well
as from Europe and America (17).
A large number of the participants
were generdly from non
governmental organisations, while
this particular session had aso
seen a marked increased in the
participation d National Human
Rights  Institutions in  the
deliberations of the Forum.

In delivering her Welcome aldress
to the participants of the Forum,
the Exeautive Director of the
ACDHRS, Mrs. Hannah Forster,
said that Africa should indedd re-
examine the emergency of rebel
adivities on the mntinent. The
inclusion of rebels into
governments to attain peace she
said is not a definite solution as
this can triggers rebels esewhere
to demand similar solutions. 2
Good governance, democracy and
the rule of law shoud prevail at al
times, as this is the best guarantee
for sustainable peace®. Mrs.
Forster emphasised that it is
essential that those in whose hand
the reigns of power have been
vested upon, should be aleto rule
without prejudice, tribal
sentiments, mali ce

mismanagement and the brutal
suppression of dissident voices.

Conceaning the @ntinued rift
between governments and human
rights NGOs in many African
courtries, Mrs. Forster mentioned
that human rights NGOs sould
realise that their relationships with
their  respective  governments
shodd na hinder the positive
aspect of their work. As human
rights NGOs, we ae duty bourd to
monitor and report abuses and to
ensure that our governments
adhere to the conventions that they
have signed and ratified.
Governments on the other hand
shoud na look at human rights
defenders as @saboteurs® but rather
as potentia collaborators with the
same objective of promoting and
proteding human rights.

Mrs. Forster applauded the latest
legislation criminalising slavery in
Niger and congratulated the
government and people of the
Repulic of Niger for taking such a

bold and hunane step in proteding
the rights of the affected citizens.
She finadly cdled on the
Government of Niger to ratify the
Protocol on the African court, and
to pay its role in the aloption of
the Draft Protocol to the African
Charter on the Rights of Women to
be held in Maputo in Jure.

In the same vein, the Minister of
the Interior and Decentralisation o
the Republic of Niger, Mr. Abouba
Albade thanked the ACDHRS and
ACHPR for choosing Niger as the

venue for the NGO Forum
proceeding the 33 Ordinary
Session of the African

Commisgon. Mr. Albade stated
that the large presence of
government officias, the members
of the Nationa Commisdon for
Human Rights and Fundamenta
Freedom and the numerous civil
society  organisations, is a
testimony of the government’s
determination to establish a
democratic government based on

therule of law.
(Contd. on page 12)

(L-R Mrs. Hannah Forster, Min. Abouba Albade, Comnmissioner John and Mohamed Genedy)



ESCR Network Launched in Thailand

The inaugural launching of the
Econamic, Social and Cultural
Rights Network, ESCR- NET
organised by the Asia Forum for
Human Rights and Development
and hasted by the Centre for Social
Development Studies, Faaulty of
Politicd Science, Chulalongkorn
University, took place at the Lotus
Hotel in Chiang Mai, Thailand
from Sunday June 8-11 2003. The
conference gathered together about
300 participants from all over the
world to discuss issues relating to
eoonanic socid and cultura
rights.

The conference was preceded by
the medings of the $oor people's
Movements® and the Social
Movements, who dscussed
pertinent issues concerning the
minorities and indigenous peoples
of the world. These two
disadvantaged groups of the world,
they say, are often confronted by
the harsh treatment from their
governments on the issue of land
in relation to the so cdled
ddevelopment of the nations .
They, therefore, called on the
governments of the world to
proted minorities and indigenous
people by halting the exploitation
and destruction d their homes,
farmlands and environment due to
inappropriate mega projeds which
do nd have avy dired benefit for
the communiti es affected.

In her presentation to the
participants at the onference the
former UN High Commissoner for
Human Rights, Mrs. Mary
Robinson, highlighted the need for
the Network to give support to the
local struggdles that are presently
going on, in an attempt to address
the rights of indigenous peoples
and communities.  She mentioned
that the concept of human rights
shoud be based onthe Vienna

World Conference on Human
Rights Consensus. 2 That is to say
that human rights as set up in the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights include Economic, Social
and Cultura rights as well as civil
and political rights°.

The effective strategies for
implementing econamic socia and
cultural rights, she said, are central
to redisng the goal making
globalisation a positive force for
al the world's people & pledged
by the government lealers in the
September 2000  Millennium
Dedaration. She reminded the
participants at the conference that
they can play a key role in
mobili sing diverse groups to work
together in hdding governments to
the commitments that they have
made.

Spe&king  further on the
Millennium  Dedaration, Mrs.
Robinson stressed on the need for
sustained efforts to creae ashared
future, based uponhumanity in all
its diversity in order to make
globalisation fully inclusve ad
equitable.  This, she said, should
be marked by a spirit of
rededication to internationa law
and institutions as the best hope for
the 21% Century. 2 Sadly enough,
power has difted from the pulic
to the private, from origina
governments to the multinational
cooperation's and internationa
organisations. This has resulted in
a gap in accountability and an
absence of transparency and broad
puldic participation in critical
palicy dedsions®.

In readion to Mrs. Robinson's
speech, the reports from the
various groups during the plenary
suggested that globalisation is not
an ided strategy for the countries
of the developing world. Most

participants at the onference
expressed fears that indigenous
courties with little or no financial
baking will not be ale to
compete  fairly  with  waell
established multi national
companies in an open globa
market.

There were dso suggestions from
the participants that the maor
financial institutions of the world,
basicdly the World Bank and IMF,
are convincing Third World
governments to privatise amost
everything in their countries from
basic forced industries to water, in
the name of econamic rewvery
strategies, creating more e@namic
misery than could ever have been
imagined. The participants of the
conference called on the World
Bank and IMF, to cancel the debts
of Third World countries in order
to alow them to invest ore n hedth
and education, as these important
areas have been serioudy played
down by the inadequate all ocations
given to them on the budyet of
Third world countries due to the
huge anourts of money that is lost
ead yea to debt servicing.

The participants aso
recommended that multinational
companies shodd be more
acountable to indigenous
communities by allocating shares
to the affected communities,
whaose land and revenue base have
been exploited, as well as creating
hedth facilities to help curtail the
deteriorating health conditions of
the communities as evident n the
ail drilling and mining areas.

Elections were @nducted during
the fourth day of the mnference
and a seven member broad with
representatives from al the
cortinents was elected to replace
the interim board and to oversee
the development of the Network.



Niger Hosts 33 Ordinary Sesson

The 33“ Ordinary Session of the
Africen Commisson on Human
and Peoples’ Rights took place at
the Palais de Congres in the Niger
capital, Niamey from May 15- 29,
2003 a the invitation d the
Government of the Republic of
Niger.

The 339 Ordinary session was well
attended with representatives from
22 Member States, al of whom
made statements, while an
increasing number of
representatives from UN Spedal
Agencies, National Human Rights
Ingtitutions,  Inter-Governmental
Organisations, and NGOs were
aso present and made statements
under the diff erent agendaitems.

The Chairman o the African
Commisgon, Mr. Kamel Rezag
Bara, in his opening address
thanked the Government and
People of Niger for the facilities
pu a the disposa of the
Commisdgon. He said that he was
highly pleased with the progress
made in qute a number of African
courtries while & the same time
regretting the worrying multiple
violations gtuation o human
rights occuring in some parts of the
continent.

Mr. Razag Bara further stated that
he was happy to mote the
constantly growing number of
participants at the sessions of the
Africen Commisson and firmly
believed that this was a testimony
of NGOs and Member States
suppat for the work carried out by
the Commisson. aThis is a
legitimate source of satisfaction for
us, but it aso gives us a sense of
responsibility, which imbues us
with the necessary energy to do
even better®.

He nated that any results obtained
by the African Commisson are the

product of the sustained eff orts of
the whole community of African
human rights activists, with the
suppat of their international
colleggues. @ur Commisgon,
therefore, remains attached to its
poicy of constructive dialogue
with States Parties to the African
Charter on Human and Peoples
Rights and remains committed to
pursuing its cooperation with other
partners duch as the inter-
governmental organisations,
national human rights institutions,
norrgovernmental organisations

(Chairman Rezag Bara)

and al other civil society
organizations gated the Chairman
of ACHPR.

Concening the ativities of the

Commisdgon, Mr. Bara highlighted

that the African Commisgon©s
Speda Rappateurs on the rights

of Women in Africa ad on
Prisons and Conditions of

Detention, both carried ou various

missons and participated in

medings related to their mandates.

Furthermore, the Working Group

on Indigenous Popdations and

Communities held an important

coordination meding in Nairobi,

Kenya in February 2003. During

that meding, the Working Group

drafted a nceptua reference

document onthe topic.

The Chairman reported that as part
of the processof strengthening its
cooperation with the United
Nations High Commisson m
Refugees, the African Commisson
held an important consultative
meding with the UNHCR in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia on the 21st and
22nd d March, 2003. This
meding led to the drafting of a
Memorandum of Understanding
that defines the framework and
methods of pooling together the
respedive potentias of the two
ingtitutions on iswes relating to
refugees and displaced persons.

The Chairman also expressed
satisfaction with the holding of the
Sewnd Meeting of experts and the
Ministerial Conference on the
Draft Additional Protocol to the
African Charter on the Rights of
Women in Africa. This meding,
he said, adopted the Draft Protocol
for submisson to the Heads of
State and Government of the
African Union. @ We must remain
mohili sed, to ensure that once the
Draft Protocol is adoped, the
process of ratification o this
important instrument for protecting
the rights of Women is carried out
asrapidly as possible.®

Concerning the Protocol
establishing the African Court on
Human and Peoples’ Rights, only
9 countries have ratified this
Protocol and deposited their
instruments of ratification with the
competent authorities of the AU.
This figure he sad only
represented about half of the
number required for the entry into
force of the Protocol.

During the aurse of the Sesson,
the African Commisson
annourced the appointment of

(Contd. on page 13)



Thelndictment of Charles Taylor

2 n 4 June 2003 former

Pentagon lawyer and Proseautor of
the United Nations-sanctioned
Spedal Court for Sierra Leone
(SC-SL), David Crane, urseded
and made pubic the indictment of
Charles Ghankay Taylor, President
of Liberia. The indictment accused

Mr. Taylor of persona
responsibility for multiple and
egregious violations of

international  humanitarian law,
war crimes and crimes against
humanity in relation to the recently
abated war in Sierra Leone. In the
view of the Proseautor, Mr. Taylor
falls within the category of
"persons who bear the greatest
responsibility" for serious
violations of international law in
Sierra Leone. Soon after Mr.
Taylor, whowasin Accrato attend
a peaxe onference on Liberia
convened urder the joint auspices
of both the African Union (AU)
and the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAYS),
was compelled to fleefrom Ghana.

As a suspect in potential criminal
proceedings, and in accordance
with Article 17(3) of the Statute of
the SC-SL, Mr. Taylor is to be
presumed innocent until his guilt is
proved. The responsibility for
proving this guilt belongs to
Prosecutor Crane and his team.
Yet, few citizens of West Africa
can find it in themselves to
voluntarily stand upin defence of
Mr. Taylor. To Liberians,
Africans, persons of goodwill
everywhere and, in particular, the
milli ons of West African nationals
murdered, maimed or

displaced by Mr. Taylor and his
war networks, due process could
seam like aluxurious nuisance.

Chidi Anselm Odinkalu

Since Mr. Taylor©s rebellion
against the rightly un-mourned late
President Samuel Doe began in
Liberia in December 1989, he has
been implicated diredly or

indirectly in civil wars in Sierra

Leone, Guinea Bissau and Cote

dOlvoire; in the overthrow of
otherwise elected regimes in

Gambia and GuineaBissau; andin

the subverson of  Guinea
(Conakry). In the process Mr.

Taylor stands accused o having

the blood d hundreds of thousands

of West Africa®©s children, men,
and women on hs hands. He

stands  accused  of being

responsible for the displacanent

and exile of millions more. And he

stands accused (with his cohorts)

of deliberate targeting of civilian

popuations, of recruiting tens of

thousands of children into arms,

and d ingitutionalising egregious

outrage on civilian poplations as

instruments of armed conflict. He

has reduced a once proud people

with their rich culture to beneath

beggarliness, destroying the lives

of much of the posterity of the

regionin the lifetime of the parents

that they will never know.

This is not the first time that Mr.
Taylor will be threatened with
prosecution for war crimes. To
force him to the negotiating table
in 199%, the Courcil of Ministers
of the then Organisation of African
Unity (OAU), by resolution
CM/Res 1650 of July 1996, was
compelled to threaen Mr. Taylor
with "setting up a war crimes
triburdl” to try him and the
leadership o the then warring
factions in Liberia. ECOWAS
Heads of State reinforced that

threat in August of the same yea
as a way of giving teeth to the
Abuja Agreament embodying the

Liberian Peace Plan. All this was
while Mr. Taylor was a rebe
fighting presumably for power.
The following yea, a frightened
Liberian population surrendered
power to Mr. Taylor in severely
flawed elections in July 1997, in
the wvan hope tha the
responsibilities of high office

would dake his thirst for blood.
Rising from their Summit attended
by senior representatives of major
multil aterals  and  countries -
including the Unites Nations, the
USA, and major European Union
courtries - in Abuja, Nigeria, on
26 July 1997, and immediately
following Mr. Taylor©s election in
the same month to the Presidency

of Liberia, the leadership of
ECOWAS, ‘"congratulated His
Excdlency, President Charles

Ghankay Taylor on his eledion
and encouraged him to continue
his policy of reconciliation and
national unity." In the event, the
man took the bush with him to the
Presidency and continued his war.
Only this time it was aimed at
suppressing basic  rights  of
Liberia©s citizens.

Given this badkground then, is
there much more that can be said
abou the Taylor indictment
besides applauding the belated
arrival of supposedly just desserts?
Indedd, there is. To begin with, the
people of Liberia must wonder
why the destruction of themselves
and their country matters less than
the destruction d their Mano River

(Contd. on page 7)



The Indictment of
Charles Taylor

(Contd. from page 6

neighbour. It is difficult to explain
to Liberians why the man whose
trail of destruction hbegan and
cortinues in their country has
ended up being charged for crimes
allegedly  committed  against
neighbouing Sierra Leone and its
people who have their own home
grown vill ains to worry abou.

The Legal Situation

In redity, for much of the months
of April and May 2003, the
existence of the Taylor indictment
and the probable occasion for its
unveiling and attempted exeaution
was an ill-conceded secret in
Freetown. The indictment itself
was confirmed and the arest of
Taylor authorised by the Bench of
the SC-SL on 7 March 20@B. The
moment three mornths later on
which it was unsealed was
therefore significant. The
Prosecutor had decided to take
advantage of Mr. Taylor©s travel to
Ghana. In his press satement
annourting the indictment of Mr.
Taylor, Prosecutor Crane
adknowledged that he decided to

serve a warrant for Mr. Taylor©s

arrest on the authorities in Ghana
"upon learning that Taylor was
travelling to Ghana. This is the
first time his presence outside of
Liberia has been publicly
confirmed." In explaining his
timing, Prosecutor Crane claimed
in the same statement that he was
concerned to ensure the legitimacy
of the Accra negotiations, arguing
that "it is imperative that the
attendees know that they are
deding with an indicted war
crimina." The Prosecutor felt the
need "to make it clear that in
reaching my dedsion to make the
indictment public, | have nat
consulted with any state. | am

ading as an  independent
prosecutor and this decision is
based solely onthe law."

But law, espedaly internationa
law, is often pregnant with
mutually contradictory plausibility.
It is possible that in justifying
himself as he did above
Prosecutor Crane was preserving
sovereign confidences. If nat, then
his position was a tad optimistic at
best. At worst it was naive or
arrogant (or both) to believe that
he wuld urveil the warrant when
he did withou prior extensive
consultation with and co-operation
from the leaders who were
attending the Accra negotiations.
As a matter of comity, the
leadership o ECOWAS, the AU
and the host State had invested
considerable energy, resources and
padlitical cgpital in bringing the
parties to the negotiating table in
Acaa In ddng so, they gave
minimal guarantees in good faith
to the invitees. Whatever one may
think of the parties at the table, to
fail to consult the joint hosts before
releasing this kind of bombshell
showed scant respect to the
combined goodwill of these
leaders and the peoples they
represent. Not having factored the
Taylor arrest warrant into their

plans, they coud hardly be
expected to embrace it
spontaneously having head o it
through the media.

As a pradica matter, Ghana©s
authorities, if they had been

consulted, may well have sought

asarances or made arangements

as to how to safeguard against any

seaurity implications of Mr. Taylor

being arrested on their territory.

They would neturally have sought

to safeguard against Mr. Taylor©s
associates exporting their

cannibalistic brand of instability to

Ghana. This is not an atogether

unreasonable ncern given Mr.

Taylor©s record.

Consultation with the region©s
leadership was adl the more
imperative becaise the law to
which the Prosecutor©s press
relesse refers is at best opaque or,
even worse, unhelpful. The SC-SL
is set up under an Agreement
reched between the United
Nations and the Government of
Sierra Leone in January 2002,
itself  concluded under the
authority of Security Courcil
Resolution 135(2000). Unlike the
International Criminal Tribunals
for former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and
Rwanda (ICTR), the SC-SL is nat
set up by the Security Courcil as
such in exercise of its enforcement
powers under Chapter VII of the
UN Charter to  safeguard
international peace ad seaurity. In
acordance with Sierra Leone©s
1991 Constitution, Sierra Leone©s
Parliament enacted the Specia
Court Agreanent (Ratification)
Act in 2002, which permits the
Court to function in the untry.
This would not have been
necessary if the Court had been set
up in exercise of the enforcement
powers of the Security Courcil. As
amatter of law, the SC-SL isnat a
Sierra Leonean court as such; it is
more plausibly viewed as a foreign
court authorised to function in
Sierra Leone, exercise jurisdiction
in and over Sierra Leone and, in
pat a least, to apply Sierra
Leonean law, in addtion to
international law.

This point has ggnificant lega
consequences. It means that unlike
the dStuation with Chapter VII
triburels like the (Yugodavian)
ICTR and (Rwandan) ICTY, there
is not necessarily an obligation of
compulsory co-operation with the
Court. Strictly speaking, co-
operation would be governed by

(Contd. on page 8)



The Indictment of
Charles Taylor

(Contd. frompage 7)

bilateral, mutual  asdstance
treaties. Such tredies, arguably,
do nd envisage such hybrid
courts as the SC-SL within their
scope. Customary international
law is equally unhelpful here.
The much-cited and much
misunderstood Pinochet (No.3)
dedsion d the (British) House of
Lords [1999 2 All ER. 97,
looked to damestic statutory
(rather than international law)
basis to justify much narrower
grounds for Mr. Pinochet©s arrest
than the panel in the Pinochet
(No. 1) case [1993 4 All ER.
897 had been prepared to alow.
In its most relevant decision in
the Case Concerning the Arrest
Warrant of 11 April 2000
(Democratic  Repulic of the
Congo v. Belgium), the World
Court in Den Haay
controversially  dedded in
February 2002, that the
procedural immunity enjoyed by

serving  foreign  sovereigns
effedively trumped the
prohibitions of international

criminal law (from which even
Heals of State ae not immune),
including those @aainst war
crimes and crimes against
humanity that were directly in
isge in the case.

The relevant practice @ncerning
the procurement for tria of
suspeded war criminals largely
remains as simmed up ly Geoff
Gilbert in Aspects of Extradition
Law, page 209 (1992, to the
effed that "a uniform approach is
sl lacking." Barring an
abduction d the kind in the (case
of the German Nazi |eader)
Eichmann Case, 36 International
Law Repots 5 (1961,

international (or in this case,
regional) co-operation remains
the only lawful means of
procuring the rendition o Mr.
Taylor for trial. In the provisions
of Article 4(h) of the Constitutive
Act of the African Union
authorising  intervention  in
stuations of genocide, war
crimes and crimes against
humanity, African courtries have
now equipped themselves to
provide such co-operation when
it is ought collaboratively.

With considerable experience of
criminal trials in the USA where
proseautorial deal making is an
at form, Proseautor Crane
cannot have been ureware of this
redity. Ultimately, he beas
resporsibility for success or
fallure in seauring rendition o
his indictees - big and small.
With the exception d the now
late Sam "Maskita® Bockarie,
alegedly  deceaed  former
military  ruler, Johnry Paul
Koromah, and Mr. Taylor, the
SC-SL has © far succeaded in
seauring the arest of al of its
indictees. However, nore of
those so far arrested, including
ex-defence minister, Chief Hinga
Norman, confronts the Court
with the weight of logistica,
seaurity, doctrinal or  legal
problems that accompany the
indictment of Mr. Taylor. In
favour of Proseautor Crane, it
shoud be acknowledged that his
pubic indictments appear so far
to have been largely well
recived bah within and ouside
SierraLeone.

The Political Questions

Two pditical questions gand aut
among many. First, how does the
indictment affed the peace
process in Liberia, including, in
particular, the aitical issues of
disarmament and demohili zation

of combatants? Mr. Taylor,
whaose airrent Presidential term
expires in January 2004, staked
out his pasition onthese issues at
a news conference in Morrovia
12 June, declaring that "[I] f the
President of Liberiaistreated in an
unfriendly fashion a manner with
the thousands of combatants that
suppat mein Liberia, where is the
incentive for any suppater of
Charles Taylor to disarm if they
know their own security is not
guaranteed?' Neither the SC-SL
nor its Proseautor can diredly
answer this question. It remains
open  whether the Accra
negotiations on the badk of the 17
June ceasefire agreament between
Taylor©s regime and rebels opposed
to hm will be aleto addressiit.

Next, as unpaatable ad
unfortunate as it is, Mr. Taylor is
reaognized as the elected President
of Liberia. Now that he has been
indicted, this throws up the
political question of how other
African Leaders and civil society
alike will relate to him. For
example, will they continue
business as usua, adopt a wait-
and- see dtitude, or will they
enforce his isolation? The
individual and collective paositions
of Africa©s leaders could well be
determined by how ead leader
perceives himself vis a vis the
potential to face similar charges
and the response of the world
beyond Africa Does it matter that
the Prosecutor has not shown more
lateral visionin his handling of the
unseali ng of the indictment?

Conclusion

Thisisthefirst time that a serving

President will be openly indicted
for war crimes by an international
court. By cortrast, the indictment
of ex-President Mil osevic by the

(Contd. on page 9)



The Indictment of
Charles Taylor

(Contd. from page 8)

ICTY becane known after he had
been ousted from office It will nat
be the last. Over the past few
yeas, similar attempts in the
courts of different European
courtries, most especialy
Belgium, have runinto a headwind
of insuperable legal, procedural
and political obstacles. With the
sweaing in of the ICC Proseautor
in June 20 in Den Haay, the
need for such desperate dforts or
ad-hoc arangements (asin the SC-
SL) will now be minimized if not
yet entirdly eliminated. The irony
will not be lost on African leaders
that the SC-SL Proseautor comes
from a @untry - the USA - whose
government has undermined the
International Criminal Court (ICC)
Process and is exerting its utmost
weight to seaure impunty for
similar crimes in international law
for its own nationds. At the
beginning of June, 39 countries
had concluded with the US
government impunty agreements
under presaire.

Nevertheless, the indictment of
Mr. Taylor at least ensures that he
is under some pressure. This could
not have cme too soon.But if Mr.
Taylor is not to elude and outlast
the SC-SL, Proseautor Crane
shodd reckon more with the

goodwill of Africa©s leaders and

peoples than the management of
the Taylor indictment so far has
shown. Thereisllittle sympathy for
Mr. Taylor in the region. Bringing
him to overdue accountability
shoud nd be an opportunity to rub
regional leaders up the wrong way.
Meanwhile, Liberians and Africans
await the day Mr. Taylor will also
answer for his misdeals against
Liberia andits citizens.

Culled from Pambazuka News
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The LawyersCentrefor Legal
Asgstance (LAWCLA)

The Lawyers Centre for Lega
Asdstance (LAWCLA) was
founded by four Sierra Leonean
lawyers in March 2001, and
formally launched in July 2001
by the Chief of the Human
Rights Section d the United
Nations Mission in Sierra Leone
(UNAMSIL). The formation of
the Center was prompted by a
concern about the deplorable
human rights dtuation in the
courtry and the limited acessto
justice aad the law by the
majority of victims of human
rights abuses and violations,
especidly the poor.

LAWCLA is an independent,
non-palitical, nonprofit making,
puldic interest  organization
which, among other things,
provides free legal assstance to
indigent members of the public,
undertakes research on human
rights issues and facilitates
training of law enforcement and
pubic officials on human rights.

The Centre has four mgjor units:
a Litigation Unit, a Transitiona
and Economic Justice Unit, a
Juvenile Justice and Advocagy
Unit and a Gender Research and
Advaocagy Unit. Each of the units
is co-coordinated by a lega
practitioner. The work of the
Center is coordinated through
frequent medings, networking
and interaction. The Center has a
main ofice in Freetown (the
copital of Sierra Leone) and a
Regional Office in Makeni
(Northern Sierra Leone). Other

Regional Offices will soon ke
established in Bo (Southern
Province) and Kenema (Eastern
Province). A lega praditioner
heads ead Regional Office. The
Centre's Board of Directors,
comprising of lega and other
professionals, supervises the
adivitiesof LAWCLA.

LAWCLA hopes, among other
things, to give meaning to the
provisions of section 28(5) of the
1991 Congtitution do Sierra
Leone by empowering indigent
Sierra Leoneans with the legal
means to seek redress in courts
when their basic human rights
and freedoms are violated.

Mission Statement
LAWCLA, being a public

interest human rights
organization, endeavors to make

the justice system  nore
acesdble to the poa and
disadvantaged through legal
advice, impad litigation and

research, with the ultimate aim of
proteding and promoting human
rights through application d the
law in Sierra Leone.

Motto
Protecting and promoting human
rights through the law

Objectives
LAWCLA isguided by the
following objectives:

(Contd. on paye 16)
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Thefollowing titlesare avallablein the
ACDHRSLibrary

1075

Gender and HIV/Aids in Africa
= Genre et VIH/SIDA en Afrique.
Dakar: Assciation o African
Women for Reseach and
Development (AAWORD), 2003.
424p.

Gender discriminatior/ HIV infeded
persons/ discrimination based on
hedth/ people with AIDS.

The publication is a result of
investigations caried ou by
AAWORD in severa African
courtries (Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia,
Democratic Republic of Congo and
Senegal. It unvells gender
inequalities in AIDS prevention,
contamination and accessto curative
caethroughstereotype analysis.

1076

Dual loyalty and human rights in
hedth professonal pradice
proposed guidelines and institutional
mechanisms. Cape Town, South
Africa University of Cape Town,
2002.

145p.

Hedth cae services hedth
educaion/ hedth personnel/ medicd
treament/ right to hedth.

This monogaph is a report of a
projed caried ou by Physicians for
Human Rights in USA and the
University of Cape Town, Hedth
Science Faaulty in South Africa

The report analyses the problem and
propaoses both pradiceguidelines

and inditutional mechanisms to
suppat hedth professonals fadng
dual loyalty conflicts. It also offers
individual praditioners and their
institutions, strategies to resolve the
difficulties posed by dual loyalty in
ways that avoid participation in
human rights violations.

1077
SYMONIDES, Janusz and
VOLODIN, Vladimir (Editors)

A guide to human rights ingtitutions,
standards, procedures. Paris, France
UNESCO, 2001.

559p.

Human rights educaior/ protedion

of human righty international
human rights protedion
mechanisms/ human rights
monitoring/  international  human
rights law

This pubicaion pesents brief
information on major human rights
instruments; procedures and
mechanisms to proted human rights;
principa events and institutions
deding with human rights isaues. It
contains over 500 entries and is
designed for al those who are
concerned about and interested in
human rights, primarily educaors,
students, human rights adivists and
massmedia professonals.

1078

Bringing rights to bea: an analysis
of the work of UN Treay
Monitoring Bodies on reproductive
and sexual rights. Toronto,

Canada: The Centre for
Reproductive Rights and University
of Toronto International Programme
on Reproductive and sexual Hedth
Law, 2002.

291p.

Reproductive rights/ birth control/
childbirth/ parental rights/ parental
cael reproductive techndogies.

This report charts the colledive
work of six United Nations
committees on a wide range of
reproductive and sexua rights topics
including: rights relating to ptysicd
integrity,  rights  relating to
reproductive and sexual hedth, and
rights relating to due resped for
differences.

1079
FEILITZEN, Cedlia Von and
BUCHT, Catharina

Outlooks on children and media.
Sweden: The UNESCO
International  Cleainghowse on
Children and Violence on the
Screen, 2001.
177p.

Child abuse/ child adoptior/ Child
cae/ Child labou/ Children in
prisory juvenil e off enders.

The dm of this book is to gve a
broad ouline of children and media
in the world, focusing on media
literacy in the manifold sense of the
world. It also contains a review of
recet and current internationd
trends in media literacy including
reseach onchildren and media.
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The Battle of the Generals

6ome political analysis have

stated that presidential electionsin
Nigeriais arear phenomenon.This
can only be buttressed by the fact
that since dtaining independence
in 198, Nigerians have just
witnessed the fourth successful
change of the baton to the
presidential villa. In the ountry's
42 yeas history, the mili tary have
been in powver for dmost 30 yeas.
They have ruled the country more
than the dvilians and recently have
learnt how to contest the elections
in civilian outfits.

The April 19 presidentia elections
in Africa's most populous country
was not without its uniqueness.
Thirty pdlitical parties registered
for the dections to the Senate
while there were only 20
presidential aspirants. For the
First timein the Country's political
history all the main challengers to
the presidential seat were at one
time high ranking military officers
in the Nigerian army. In fad the
incumbent President Olusengun
Obassabjo had ruled Nigeria in
1976 after the death of Mrutala
Mohammad, while Buhari was
ousted by Babangida in 19&.
These Ezogu Boys® including the
onetime Biafra warlord, Chief
Emeka Odumegwu Ojuwku and
the @all inclusive Nigerian®, retired
Genera lke Omar Sanda
Nwacdhukwu had paraded
themselves for the highest seat of
the land.

Among the generals were dso
numerous  civilians  including
radical lawyer and human rights
adivist, Chief Gani Fawehinmi,
and Chief Jim Nwobodo, oe time
sports Minister under the Abacha

regime. Most interestingly, the
2003 pesidentia €elections in
Nigeria dso saw, for the first time,
a female presidential aspirant in
the person d Mrs. Sarah Jibril.

Prior to the dections there were so
many misgivings among the main
challengers of the presidency, that
tempted analysts to suggest that
the elections might enter into
second round of voting with the

vill ages to the ground while many
civilians were unaccounted for. .

Similarly, the alarge number of
Nigerians, especidly those who
live in the South, had fears of
Retaierd Generd  Mohamadu
Buhari because of his daunch
stands on the introduction o
Sharia Law in the Northern States.
Buhari had also be acwised by
some people in the South of

(=3

General Obasanjo

civilian candidates forcing the
Generds® to ptch tents with
them. This was based on the
asumption that the mgjority of the
Nigerian eledorate had some kind
of grievances with at least three of
the Generds. Incumbent
President Olusegun Obasanjo,
President for the ruling Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) had been
widely accused of performing
poaly during his first term in
office He had also been accused
of turning a deaf ear to the
numerous ethnic dashes, while
also perpetuating the military
insurgence in the Middle Belt and
the Riverine aress, razing the

General Buhari

invoking @eligious Politics® by
urging Muslims to vote for a
Muslim candidate, an acaisation
that he had vehemently denied.

Chief Ojukwu onthe other hand is
feared by most Nigerians as the
man who gdunged the Nation into
war when he declared the
3Repulic of Biafra®

Looking at these statements, one
would have thowht that the
generals would not survive the
elections. However, the truth is
that the Nigerian electorate are
very difficult to predict.

(Contd. on page 12)
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NGO Forum

(Contd. from page 3)

Mr. Albade stressed that despite
the late eamergence of civil groups
working on human rights in Niger,
they have prove to be an effective
force in relation to human rights
protedion as enshrined by the
African Charter. 2Niger today isa
state where the rule of law is
respeded. The government has
managed to pu in placestructures
which monitors and reports on

R

et

Mrs. HannahForster

human rights abuses while at the
same time gred effort has been
made in acwmrdance with the
constitution to guarantee human
rights.” He caled on the
participants from Niger, to utilise
the opportunities that the Forum
offers.

The Forum focused a lot on the
situation of human rights defenders
in Africa, including the rights of
specific groups such as women;
children; refugees and minorities
and indigenous peoples. It aso
highli ghted the continuing
disregard for the fulfilment of
eoonamic, socid and cultura
rights in present day Africa and
stressed on the neal for a holistic
approach to human rights.

The deterioration of states due to
conflict, the rise of terrorism and

the absence of peace in some
courtries such as Liberia, DRC
and Burundi, among others, was a
cause for concen and serious
debate at the Forum. Likewise, the
situation in Zimbabwe left a lot to
be desred the lak of
independence of the judiciary,
press freedom, suppession o
dissenting woices and the arrest
and cdetention o oppaition
members also formed part of the
discussions at the Forum.

The roles of the African
Commisdon, Nationd Human
Rights Institutions and NGOs in
the light of the African Union and
NEPAD were dso tabled at the
NGO Forum. These roles of the
different institutions were
examined in the light of the
Condtitutive Act of the Africen
Union and NEPAD Initiative.
Similarly, the importance of
building bridges and retworking
among the African Commisson,
National Human Rights
Ingtitutions and human rights
NGOs for the promotion and
protedion d human rights in
Africawas sen as a sine qua non
for the dfective redisation of the
promotion and potection o
human rightsin Africa

The Forum went further to review
the co-operation within these three
different groups.  Despite being
independent entities, they do share
the common  obhedive of
promoting and protecting human
rights on the ontinent by
providing support to the African
Human Rights Mechanism.

The scourge of the HIV/AIDS was
revisited, this time from a gender
perspective and particularly for
those in conflict situation. The
Forum reiterated that serious
violations of human rights
cortinue to take place with
impunity on the continent
particularly the cases of violence
against women and girls.

Four Recommendations and six
Resolutions were passed onto the
Commisdon at the end of the
Forum. The Forum aso took time
to pay tribute to the Late Professor
Issac Nguema, (former Member
and Honaary Chairman ACHPR)
Mr. Ousmmane Ngum, (Staff
member of ACHPR) and Walter
Sisulu (a veteran freedom fighter
from south Africa) al of whom
cortributed in their own right to
the promotion and protedion o
human rightsin Africa.

The Battle of the
Generals

(Contd. frompage 11)

General Ojukwu

The strategies employed by the
presidential aspirants, especialy
the Generals, seaned to have
forced the maority of the
electorate to cast their votes for the
%highest bidder® and the generals
realy have money to splash out. In
this regard, therefore, most of the
international observers monitoring
the elections had earlier agreed
that the ontest is basicaly
between the Generals, most
especidly between Obasanjo and
Buhari.

(Contd. on page 13)
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The Battle of the
Generals

(Contd. from page 12)

These predictions seem to be very
right, as the results announced by
INEC on April 22, 2003, gave
incumbent President Olusegun
Obasanjo 24,456 1400f the total
number of votes cast, being
61.94%, while his magjor opporent,
Muhamadu Buhari only managed
to score 12,710 029n equivalent
of 32.19% of the total number of
votes cast. Chief  OQjukwu
managed to score 3.29%, while
radical Lawyer Chief Gani
Fawehinmi received 0.4%6. Mrs.
Sahar Jibril the first female
presidential aspirant clinched onto
0.40%. These result dedared
President Obasanjo as the winner
of the dections, giving him the
mandate of ancther four yeas in
officer.

However, critics of the ruling party
had said that the elections were
marked by massve rigging,
hijacking of ballot boxes, double
voting and the intimidation of
padlitical oppaents by the security
forces, thus quegtioning the
integrity of the results annourced
by INEC. Inthe end, the dections
were described as peaceful but not
free andfair.

However, what remains to be seen
is how Obasanjo would deal with
the numerous ethnic and
communal  clashes, espedally
those in the oil prodwcing areas of
the Delta region. The introduction
of Sharia Law in the northern
states also hangs over his neck as
some Governors in these states had
vowed to execute the rulings of the
Sharia aurts.

But the bigger question is- has
Nigerian  democracy really
passd the litmustest?

11" IHRP

(Contd. frompage 1)

Despite the numerous setbacks
on the oontinent, the Exeautive
Director of the Centre
emphasised that the rights of
women in Africa had received
considerable attention as it is
evident by the alopion Protocol
to the African Charter on the
Rights of women, by the
Ministerial Meeting which was
reently held in Addis Ababa.
She therefore clled on African
Governments and the
Government of  Niger in
particular to suppat this positive
development by ratifying the
document after its adoption by
the Asembly of Heals of State
and government in Maputo in
June 2003.

In asimilar vein, the Chairperson
of the Co-ordinating Committee
of the 33¢ Ordinary Sesson o
the Africn Commisgon on
Human and peoples rights,
Madam Souna Hadiza Didlo,
expressed her country's joy in
hasting such a Training Course.
She pointed ou that Niger, like
most other countries in the sub-
region, hed suffered from serious
human rights violations, but that
not withstanding, civil society
groups and women groups in
particular, had been dadng every
thing possble to ensure that
human rights form an integral
part of the government's agenda
andthat they are fully respeded.

Spe&king on behalf of the
government of the Republic of
Niger, the Honouable Attorney

General and Minister of Justice
of the Repulic of Niger, Mr.

Maty Elha) Mouss said that the
11" Training Courseis taking

place at a very crucia time in
Niger, as the courtry is fulfilli ng
its plans to move towards greaer
democracy. He stated that in
October 1999,

Niger witnessed the organising of
the first democratic €lections,
which were later followed by the
establishment of various
democratic structures, and the
coming into being of the new
constitution.

The 11™ Training Course was
fadlitated by erudite resource
persorns, including the
Honouable Justice Hassan
Jallow, the Vice —Chairperson o
the African Commisgon Mrs.
Jainaba Johm, Mrs Marriet
Kohenon d the UN Human
Rights Office in New York and
Mrs Elizabeth Delport  of
WILDAF. The participants of the
11 Training Course were
awarded cetificates at the end o
the five day training programme..

Niger hosts 33¢
Ordinary Sesson

(Contd. from page 5)

commissoner Vera Chirwa as
Spedal Rapparteur on Prision and
Condtiond of Detention in Africa
for a further period of two years.
The Commisson aso granted
Observer Status to 15 NGOs and
adopted the reports of the missions
undertaken to Burkina Faso, Ivory
Coast, Senegal, Namibia, Uganda,
South Africaand Zambia.
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THE CHALLENGESBEFORE

AFRICA AND THE AFRICAN UNION

By Rotimi Sankore and Firoze Manji

The challenges fadng the African
continent are enormous. On every
front: ecnomic and industria
development; scientific and
technological know how;
electrification; agriculture;
education; healthcare; housing;
telecommunications; transport;
peace ad stability; ingtitutional
resped for socid, econamic,
padlitica and human rights, and all
other indices of modern society the
continent is yet to fulfil its
potential. The reasons for this have
been articulated extensively — four
hunded yeas of vicious davery
and colonisation including the
murder of millions of Africans in
their prime, decades of military
coups and dictatorships of all sorts
backed by both ‘esstern and
western bloc' countries in the cold
war battle for strategic interests
and resources etc. These are
terrible events, which would have
undermined the development of
any continent

Nevertheless, present day African
governments are dtill failing in
their duty to bre&k the shackles
imposed on their countries by the
injustices of the past and guide
their courtries into the 21st
century.

On the 25th of May the Africen
Union celebrated the 40th
anniversary of Africa Liberation
Day and the formation of the

Organisation of African Unity. The
26th of May was aso the second

anniversary of the formal creation
of the African Union. In his
anniversary message, the arrent
Chair of the Union President
Thabo Mbeki of South Africa
saluted éhe distinguished leaders
of the mntinental struggle such as
Kwame Nkrumah, Gamel Abdel
Nassr, Haille Sedlassie, Mmandi
Azikiwe, Sekou Toure, Modibo
Keita, Kenneth Kaunda, Mwalimu
Julius Nyerere, Augostino Neto,
Samora Machel, Amilcar Cabrad,
Albert Luthuli, Oliver Tambo,
Walter Sisulu, Nelson Mandela
and many others® and their #Pan-
Africanist vison d a Union d
Africen States daring common
aims of multicultural unity, socio-
eonamic  and  pditical  co-
operation and development, the
promotion of human rights, the
protedion d human rights and
freedoms, the promotion of peace
and stability and the removal of the
remaining yokes of colonialism
and apartheid on the antinent.°

He dso adknowledged that 2here
are new issues on aur agenda today
such as democragy, peace ad
stability, human seaurity, good
eonamic governance & well as
sustainable development, human

rights, hedth, gender equdlity,
information and computer
tednology, integrated regional

development, cultural and heritage
preservation and  promotion?

More importantly, he admitted that
aThe international community is
eger to see whether we will be
ableto live upto the condtions

that we have set ourselves in
NEPAD and its African Peer
Review Medanism (APRM) in
which we have designed measures
to assist states where apacity gaps
exist and to set benchmarks of
excellence for a vibrant and
progressive Africa® aWNe, in
Africa® he said 2ae optimistic
that a new dawn is bre&king and
that prosperity, peae and human
seaurity will be a redlity rather
than afigment of our imagination.®

But rather disappaintingly, the first
tasks that African Union hes set for
itself do not take acount of
President Mbeki's fine words.
Instead, the Exeautive Courcil
meding of the AU attended by
Foreign Ministers of al 53
member-states of the African
Union met last week to @consider
isaes? relating to the
implementation of decisions taken
by Heads of State and Government
during the launch of the African
Unior®  regarding:  @Common
Africen Defence ad Seaurity
Policy; the new structure of the
Commisgon; progress report on
the €eection of the AU
Commisgoners, scale of
assesgment for member-states, and
the link between the AU and the
African Diaspora.®

This distinguished gathering of
Ministers did not think it necessary
to respond to the urgent issues
such as warnings by the World
Food Programme of looming food

(Contd. on page 15)
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(Contd. from page 14)

shortages and famine in several
African courtries  including
Angola, Congo  Brazzaville,
Democratic Republic of Congo,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Lesotho, Liberia,

Malawi, Somalia, Sudan,
Swazil and, Zambia, and
Zimbabwe, where various

estimates of between thirty milli on
to forty million people ae at risk
of starvation.

By no coincidence, the
governments of these untries
have been identified by severa
international and African press
freedom and freedom  of
expresson  organisations  as
suppressing press freedom and
freedom of expression. In almost
al cases, the rights to asociation,
asembly and pditical
participation have dso been
curtailed.

There dso seems to be no
collective avarenessof other grim
facts and statistics hanging like a
sword of Damocles over of
milli ons of Africans

* Of the ten countries in the world
spending the least on hedthcare,
only one [Taikistan] is not
Africen. Liberia, Burundi,
Somalia, Niger, Sierra Leone,
Ethiopia, Madagascar, Central
Africen Republic and Chad top
this list.
* Of the ten most undernourished
nations in the world only three
Afghanistan, North Korea ad
Haiti are not African. The other
seven are Somalia, Burundi,
Eritrea, Dem Repulic of Congo,
Liberia and Niger.
* The ten countries in the world

with the highest death rate, and
lowest life epedancy are dl
African: Botswana, Mozambique;'
Zimbabwe; Swaziland, Angola;
Namibia; Malawi; Niger; Zambig;
and Rwanda make up the first list
with Sierra  Leone, Burundi,
Djibouti, swapping places with
Angola, Namibia aad Zimbabwe
on the second list.
* Of the ten countries in the world
with the yourgest popuations
[normally characterised by high
deah rates and high hirth rates]
nine ae African: Uganda, Dem
Rep o Congo; Chad; Niger; Sao
Tome ad Principe; Ethiopia;
Burkina Faso; Mali and Benin.
* Of the ten most corrupt courtries
in the world, five Nigeria, Uganda,
Cameroon, Kenya and Tanzania,
are African.
* The ten countries in the world
that are worst for education are dl
African: Niger; Burkina Faso;
Sierra Leone; Guinea; Ethiopig;

Angola; Mali;  Mozambique;
Senegal; Burundi and Guinea
Bissu.

* Not surprisingly, eight of the ten
courtries on the planet with the
highest rates of illiteragy are
African: Niger, Burkina Faso;
Gambia; Ethiopia; Senegal; Mali;
Mauritania and Sierra Leone [the
other two being Afghanistan and
Haiti]

* Yet, Africa seems to be healding
full stean towards a housing
caastrophe with ten of the fastest
growing courtries in the world
being African: Niger; Somalia;
Angola; Uganda: Liberia; Burkina
Faso; Mali; Ethiopia and Dem
Repuldic of Congo.

It is therefore no surprise, that
malaria, HIV/AIDS and maternal
mortality are estimated to kill one
milli on per year [or 280 per day
in Africa, an estimated two
milli on per year, and forty percent
of an estimated annual world total
of 585000 women yea
respedively. Add to these the
numerous  ongoing  corflicts

claiming hundeds of thousands of
lives every yea (estimated at more
than 3 million in DRC aone over
the last three yeas) and it will be
no exaggeration to say that Africa
may well descend into a wasteland
of conflict, disease and poverty if
the trend is not revered over the
next few decades. But 2020 or
2040thisis not so far away. It was
only ‘yesterday' that the 1970s and
198G targets for ‘everything for
al' by the year 2000 were set
without any clear arrangement to
achieve these targets, and today it
is 2003.

The ongoing SARS epidemic is yet
to take athousand lives globally
but was placed a the fore of a
reent meding of Asian countries.
The Canadian authorities were
reported on the 29th of May to
have dedded to quarantine 5000
persons at risk from the SARS
virus. Yet the AU does not think
the hedthcare crisis facing Africa
deserves to be fast tradked to the
fore of its Agenda. Theright to life
is after all the most important of
al. To describe the African
hedthcare aisis as a result of
crimina negligence will not be an

exaggeration.

To anyone familiar with the
padlitical and economic history of
Africa, the surprise is not that
these datitics exist. The surprise
is that there is no cohesive plan to
reverse the trend.

The task to rebuild the continent
must therefore begin immediately.
Improved educdion, thedthcare,
deding urgently with the tragedy

of HIV/AIDS, agriculture,
scientific  and  technological
development, howsing, conflict

resolution, peace and stability, and
so forth must be acelerated to the
fore of the AU's agenda
Unfortunately, this seems unlikely
to happen unless African civil

(Contd. on page 16)
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THE CHALLE NGES
BEFORE  AFRICA
AND THE AFRICAN
UNION

(Contd. from page 15)

society makes every effort to
ensureit isdone.

But before aiy of these @n
happen, freedom of expresson and
freedom of association needls to be
indgtitutionalised.  Nothing can
happen without these. Only last
week we witnessed the @surdity
of a Moroccan editor being
sentenced to four yeas in jail for
publishing a satirical weekly which
‘insulted the King of Morocco.
Such absurdities belong in the
feudal past of humanity and have
no dacein the modern world. Y et
Morocco is not aone. Eritrea one
of the first few countries to sign
the Constitutive Act of the African
Union hes imprisoned 18 editors
and journalists and banned the
entire private media. In July, 53
African heals of state will gather
in Maputo for a meding of the
African Union. At least two thirds
of them possess a plethora of anti
media ad anti freedom of
expression laws in the armouries
employed to stifle debate and
aternative opinion.

Culled from Pambazuka News.

FOCUSON
AFRICAN HUMAN
RIGHTSNGOs

(Contd. from page 9)

1. To pursue strategic
test cases of human
rights abuses and
violations through the
domestic courts, the
Africn Commisson

of Human and
Peoples Rights and
other similar
ingtitutions established
to protect human
rights.

To pursue strategic
constitutional test
cases  through  the
domestic courts.

To undertake impad
litigation on behalf of
indigent members of
the Public.

To provide Legd
Advice to nationa
human rights groups
and liaise with them in
the monitoring and
documentation of
human rights
violations in Serra
Leone.

To facilitate the

training of law
enforcement and
puldic officials in
human rights

To facilitate and
promote research on
human rights isaues.

To advocae for the
ratification and
domestic
implementation by
Sierra Leone  of
Internationl  Human
Rights Instruments.

To develop and
maintain a resource
center of public,
human rights,
Constitutional Law
and aher materials for
use by its daff
researchers, human
rights lawyers,
acalemics, students

and members of the
pubdic.

9. To produce a half
yealy Newsletter,
articles and reports
covering the field of
human rights,
constitutional and
crimina  law  with
particular focus on
gender, juvenile and
environmental issues.

CONTACT DETAILS

15D Old Railway Line
Brookfields, Freetown
SierralLeone

Email:
lawcla@justice.com
Website:
www.lawcla.org

July - Women®©s pre-summit
meeing and Heads of States
Summit on the Women©s
Protocol

September - Training
Programme on Gender Equality
in Africa organised by the
University of Pretoria, south
Africa

For further information, contact:

Editor, ACDHRS Newsl etter
P. O. Box 2728,Serrekunda,
The Gambia

Tel: (220) 462341/2
Fax: (220) 46238/9
Email: acdhrs@acdhrs.org
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