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ACDHRS Hold Consultative
Wor kshop with Alumni

7he

Democracy and Human Rights
Studies, ACDHRS, held a two-
day Consultative Workshop with
members of its Alumni aaossthe
cortinent, on Networking for
Human Rights Advocacy in
Africa a the Corinthia Atlantic
Hotel in Banjul, from November 1-
2, 2003.

African Centre for

The Consultative  Workshop,
gathered together 24 participants
from, Kenya, Tanzania, Cameroon,
Zimbabwe, Sudan, South Africa
Sierra Leone, Senegal, Niger,
Mauritania, Liberia, Central Africa
Repubic, Benin, Burkina Faso and
The Gambia

In her statement to the participants
a the Workshop, the Exeautive
Director of the African Centre,
Mrs. Hannah Forster, said that the
Workshop is an attempt to access
the effediveness and impad of the
Centre's training courses
condcted over the past few yeas.
She emphasised that over the
yeas, the African Centre has been
adively involved in  the
empowerment of people acrossthe
cortinent through its human rights

education and cgpadty building

Mrs. HannahForster
speaking at the workshop

programmes, naably the training
on the Use of International Human
Rights Procedures.

Commenting on the human rights
violations on the ntinent, Mrs.
Forster stated that women issues
remain to be Sdelined on the
continent, while the issue of press
freedom remains to be illusive. *
A thorough analysis of the existing
human rights violations,
strengthens the need for our
existence as human rights

adivists” However, “thereis an
urgent need to reflect on ou
adivities and strategies’ in order
to be ale to aaess our
contributions in improving the
lives of the marginaised and
disadvantaged groups in ou
societies. It is only logical, she
said, that in order to move forward,
we must be murageous enough to
criticise ourselves and to develop
new strategies for the emerging
challenges.

(Contd. on page 3)
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A GENDERED DIMENSION TO THE ZIMBABWE CRISIS

Zimbabwe has been experiencing a
number of problems in recent yeas.
This is due to bah man-made and
natural causes leading to human
suffering and at times deah. The
major problems can be tracel bad to
the regedion of a government
sponsored constitutional reform that
was followed by #ast trak® land
reform as the government
blamed commercial farmers for its
demise.

Finger pointing, chaos, violence, and
destabili ztion of the pdliticd and
socio-economic environment foll owed
this process Civic society andthe
international community responded by
putting pressure on the government to
resped the rule of law, central to the
Abuja agreement brokered by Nigeria
and South Africa To worsen matters,
Zimbabwe experienced a serious
drought in the 200102 agricultural
Season.

The mmbined effect of the @ove
mentioned problems resulted in,
predictably, serious problems of food
shortages, unemployment of over 70
%, high inflation of over 5258 %,
incressed poverty of over 80 % of the
population living below the poverty
line ad lack of foreign
currency.

The most affeded by this crisis have
been the poa, espedaly in rura
communities. Their only means of
livelihood is aibsistence ayriculture.
Hence, the drought dedt a big blow
to their welfare sincethey now have to
rely on avery imperfect and unreliable
market for supply of food and ather
basic commodities. Food inflation
continues torise  despite  the
Government©s efforts to arrest it with
price ontrolsand pricefreeze. This,

By GeeCharos
obviousy, has srious gender
implicaions. Women, children, the

disabled, terminally ill and the dderly
have tobea the biggest burden. In
rural Zimbabwe a lot of households
are female headed as the husbands are
employed in uwban areas. This
means the mothers have to fight alone
battle in providing for the family
and the father is not available to fend
for the day-to-day needs of the family.

Some traditions and customs in the
Zimbabwean culture epose
children, particularly girls, to abuses.
For example, pradices  like
kuzvarira, which  literally  means
swapping the girl child for food to
save agtarving family, condemns the
girl to pepetua suffering. She
isforced to marry ealy and is
therefore denied a chance to prepare
for her future through attending
schodl. The marriage is often to a
very old husband —not of her choice—
and it is mostly polygamous,
making life aliving hell for the yourg
gir. Those who dm©t find
themselvesin this predicament may
gtill suffer in different ways. Some ae
forcedto dop out of schod as
resources run dry in the family. Child
labour is rampant in the country and is
acualy rising due to food shortages.

Some women and girls wak into
loveless unplanned marriages due
to desperation. Their aim is to escgpe
Starvation but, unfortunately,
they expose themselves to abuses by
their husbands who can take
advantage of their desperation at will .
Prostitution becomes another option
for others who fail to make ends mes.
Hunger  knows  neither  limits
nor dignity and induces redless and
dangerous behaviour.

The forced marriages and prostitution
put women in danger of contrading

Sexually Transmitted Diseases
(STD),or worse still HIV/AIDS. This
partly explains why HIV/AIDS cases
have been on theincrese in the
courtry. In fad, the district hospital in
Insizadistrict reported an increase in
cases of STDs and HIV/AIDS
related aliments amongst girls as
young as 12 yeas old. More and more
people are going to de due to food
shortages as rational behaviour has
been suspended. Desperation is now
leading them to take dangerous or
risky dedsions.

Unscrupulous business people have
been quick to take alvantage of
the suffering people, making matters
even worse. The writers of this
report witnessed a pathetic situation in
rurd  Zimbabwe  (Chiendambuya
inMakoni district) where a miller
approved to mill and sell maize med
at controlled prices by the Grain
marketing Board was <lling the
product at nealy double the price Not
only was he overcharging, but
was selling off his truck in the bush.
The people - estimated to be 90
% women - had to wrestle for the
scace ®mmodity and eadh time
thedriver thought the situation was
getting out of hand he would
drive away for a distance of about a
kilometre.

The poor vill agers - comprised of the
elderly, the disabled, pregnant, sick
and those carying babies - would race
eat other to the truck where they
would buy on a irst come first serve®
basis. It was a sorry sight to seepeople
undertake such a  physicaly
demanding exercise. This is a typicd
survival of the fittest scenario
where vulnerable groups like women
are obvious losers. The few who are
young and energetic outrun the

(Contd. on page 3)



Guest Editorial

(Contd. from page 2)

vulnerable, thus buying most of the
food, sincethey were aleto cach up
with the lorry and join the queue
more than once

Each day, mostly women and chil dren
are seen in queues as ealy as 4am at
retal and wholesale outlets in
anticipation of deliveries
which usually do not come. Often they
go bak home empty handed,
depressed and dgjeded, yet continue
to hold hope that one day Zimbabwe
will bebadk on trak as the food
basket for Southern Africa

Zimbabweans can no longer afford to
buy basic food stuffs in the shopsas
the rate of inflation has continued to
escdate with the latest figure rising by
70,2% from 4556% in September to
5258 percent in October 2003. (The
Herad o November 20 2M3). To
overcome these hardships, people ae
engaginginill egal adivities. Some ae
sellinggold on the black market and
ill egally exporting it to
neighbouring countries. Others are
doing fuel deds and some have joined
the money lending business where the
poa are being exploited with interest
ratesin the range of 30 + 80% per
month. Also the banks have
significantly increased their borrowing
rates, which range from 129to 16%
per annum. Therefore this will mean
that the rich will be the richest and the
poa will bethe poarest. It is the hope
of every Zimbabwean thatthe
National budget to be tabled in
Parliament today + November
202003, will come up with favourable
solutions to revive the emnomy.

* Pseudorym: the author lives and
works in Zimbabwe. For
politi cd reasons, she does not wish
her red name to be used.

* Plesse send comments on this
editorial - and ather events in Africa-
to editor@pambazuka.org

Consultative Workshop

(Contd. frompage 1)

Mrs Forster further stated that in
the past few months the African
Centre had been engaged in the
development of a four-yea
strategic plan aimed at redirecting
the Centre's programme aess. 2
An important comporent of this
plan is the Networking for Human
Right Advocagy in Africa® which
is amed at building partnerships
aqoss the corntinent, for the
promotion and potection o
human rights. Mrs. Forster called
on the participants to ensure that
al hands are on dedk in order to
fulfil thisnode murse.

In giving the Key Note aldress
the Advisor to the Governing
Courril, Mrs Fola Allen, said that
the full redisation of human rights
cannot be adieved solely through

adequate legidation and
appropriate aminigtrative
arrangements.  She emphasised

that it isin recognition of this need
that specialised ingtitutions are
entrusted with the important
responsibility of improving
awarenesson human rightsissues.

Mrs Allen further stated that the
globalisation pocess poses new
challenges for socia development
and human rights standards. @
This has been demonstrated by
rising poverty, urequal distribution
of the world's wedth, fragile
econamic basesfor the third World
and wedkened states, most of
whom are unable to provide basic
social  services.® Thus, the
international human rights
movements that must make impad
on its national counter part, will
have to deal with the consequence
of the hardships that these
courtriesface.

Mrs Allen said that civil society in
Africahas grown tremendoLsly,

with the onset of the democratic
reform movement. Human rights
NGOs, she said, have been leaders
in these dvil societies in their
efforts to bring about reforms to
facilitate democratic governance
and the full participation d civil
society particularly women in the
dedsion making process

According to Mrs. Allen, the
Alumni  network members are
expected to volunteer information
and to respond to information.
They would also be active partners
in advocacy adivities that are of
concern to their organisations and
their congtituencies and most
importantly, participating in the
adivities  of the  African
Commisdgon. She alded that
members would aso be in a
position to provide expertise to the
African Centre and other human
rights organisations as a way of

contributing to strengthen the
human rights lobby in the
continent.

Mrs. Allen finally congratulated
the centre in this bold initiative.

The two-day workshop witnessed
the presentation of various papers
in relation to the objectives of the
network, as well as the anaysis of
the questionnaires that were
distributed before the workshop.
There  were dso  intense
deliberations on the role of partner
organisations in the Networking
programme, the role of the Alumni
in the networking programme and
the criteria for the selection of the
sub-regional focal points.

At the end of the two- day
consultations the Alumni presented
a Dedaration to the African
Centre.



ACDHRS, ACHPR Hold NGO Forum

Precealing the 34" Ordinary Session

The African Centre for Democracy
and Human Rights Studies,
ACDHRS in collaboration with the
African Commisson on Human
and Peoples’ Rights, ACHPR held
the NGO Forum preceding the 34"
Ordinary Session of the African
Commisdgon at the  Corinthia
Atlantic Hotel in Banjul, from
October 4-6 2003.

The Forum, which was attended by
numerous NGO representatives
acoss the continent discussed
pertinent human rights issues
including the situation of human
rights defenders in Africa, the
African Union and Civil Society

organisation, The Special
Rappateur on the Rights of
women and the Additiona

Protocol to the African Charter on
the Rights of Women in Africa as
well as iswues relating to the
African Court and the Internationa
Criminal Court.

Speking a the  Opening
caemony, the Executive Diredor
of the African Centre, Mrs.
Hannah Forster, naed that the last
two yeas in Africa had witnessed
a twist in the human rights
situation on the mntinent, due to
the striking changes in priorities
and perceptions that had taken
place at the internationa level.
The @War on terror® she said had
without doubt diverted the world's
attention from the gruesome
human rights violations and abuses
that continued to take place in
Sudan, DRC, Burundi, Liberia and
Uganda.

She alded that the numerous births
of rebel cliquesin these dfected

courtries and their redless
adivities, have mntinued to cause
gred misery, as 2dvilian
popuations are targeted, killed
maimed dsplaced and exiled.°
Mrs. Forster caled on al rebe
factions to exercise restraint and to
negotiate a lasting solution that
would restore peace in these
affeded areas.

Commenting on the isue of
xenophdia on the @ntinent, Mrs.
Forster expressed that presently,
this negative practise has crept into
the minds of most Africans
nationals as exemplified in the
continuaus harassment and
dehumanising ads perpetrated on
the so called ¥oreigner®.

She cmmended NGOs for their
cortinued participation in the
Forum, which she sad is a
manifestation of their commitment
to promote and protect human
rights on the continent. Mrs Forster
also commended the increasing
participation d National Human
Rights Institutions in attending the
Forum.

In a similar vein, the Solicitor
General and Legal Secretary of the
Gambia, Mr. Raymond Sock, said
that the NGO Forum had over the
yeas provided a solid base for the
present symbiotic relationship
between NGOs and civil society
on ore hand and the African
Commisgon and Governments on
the other. He emphasised that
Item 6 on the Provisional Agenda
of the 34" Ordinary Sesdon
adknowledges the important role
that NGOs and civil society in
general play in the promotion and
protedion activities of the African
Commisgon.

Mr. Sock cdled on the human
rights adivists at the Forum to
continue  to lobby their
governments to ratify without
reservation, the Protocol on the
Rights of Women. He stated that
one of the laudable objectives of
such aForum, isto create space for
consultations, networking, the
sharing of experiences and the
establishment of strategic and
synchronised partnerships for

(Contd. on page 9)

Group pcture of Forum participarts



CAMEROON:

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN CAMEROON

The World Organisation Against
Torture (OMCT) expresses its
concern regarding violence ajainst
women in Cameroon at the 31st
Session of the UN Committee
against Torture.

The UN Committee @ainst
Torture will start on 18 November
2003 its examination of the
implementation o the Convention
against Torture and other Cruel,
Inhuman o Degrading Treatment
or Punishment by Cameroon. On
that occason, the  World
Organisation  Against  Torture
(OMCT) submitted an aternative
courtry report entitled "Violence
against Women in Cameroon” in
which it expressed grave @ncern
a reports of violence ajainst
women

at the hands of both state officials
and private individuals.

Reports dwow that the human
rights stuation in Cameroon is
extremely poa which is especially
detrimental to the most vulnerable
groups of society, such as women.
An analyses of the legal and socio-
eonamic and pditical status of
women in Cameroon shows the
link between the high levels of
violence against women in
Cameroon and their low status in
al aspeds of life. OMCT noticed
the persistence of  gender
discriminatory  provisons in
several laws and the discriminatory
customary law, as well as the
prgudices and  stereotypical
attitudes concerning the role of
women and men in the family and
society. These roles are based on
the notion of the superiority of
men and the subardination o

women. The low socio-econamic
status of women, which is, for
example, manifested by the high
illiteracy rate anong women and
low representation d women in
pdlitics, leaves women more
vulnerable to violence at the public
and pivate levels in Cameroon.

OMCT is extremely concerned
abou the persisting reports of
torture ad ill-treatment  of
prisoners, by state officials,
arbitrary arrests and detention, and
extrajudicia killings and the
impunity with which these human
rights violations are met.

Women in detention centres are
particularly subjected to gender-
specific forms of torture such as
rape and other forms of sexual
violence by both prison guards and
other inmates. Women and men
are detained in the same cdls.
According to reliable reports, there
are cases in which women have
been housed naked in mixed cdls
with men, stripped naked, stripped
naked and forced to dance, their
bodes insulted and mocked o
forced to stand in the sun reked.
When the method d torture
consists of rape or sexual assaullt, it
is less likely that the victim will
complain out of fear and shame,
thus leading to the negation d this
violation and the impurity of
the torturer.

Violence ajainst women in the
family is adso a grave problem in
Cameroon. Often the parents of the
bride are paid a "bride price" by
the husband. This has led men to
regard their wife & property for
which they have paid and the men

and Hs family fed entitled to the
physicd labou of the wife. It
makes it also extremely difficult
for a woman to dvorce from her
husband. OMCT noted that the
Government has failed to take
dedsive ation to combat the
problem, such as passing
legislation specificaly prohibiting
domestic  violence @use or
training officidls < that they
understand the mplexities of
issues surrounding this type of
abuse. Moreover, there has been
No awareness raising campaign at
the Government level in order to

eliminate  domestic  violence
against women.
Overdl, the government of

Cameroon fails to protect women
from violence whether at the hands
of private individuads or sate
officials. OMCT®©s report
concluded that while Cameroon
has a duty under international law
to act with due diligence to
prevent, investigate, proseaite and

purish all
forms of violence ajainst women,
irrespedive of whether this

violence is committed by pulic or
private individuals, this obligation
has not been  adequately
implemented at the national level.

For copies of the dternative report
on "Violence aaingt Women in

Cameroon' or for further
information on OMCT®s
programme on Violence

against Women pease ontad
Carin Benninger-Budel at + 41 22
809 4939 or
cbb@omct.org.

CULLED FROM PAMBAZUKA
NEWS



Banjul hats 34" Ordinary Sesson

The African Commission on
Human and Peoples Rights
(ACHPR) hed its 34"
Ordinary Sesson in the
Gambian capital, Banjul

from November 6- 20 2003.

The programme, which was
attended by a large number
of participants from the
continent and beyond, once
agan focused its attention on
the situation of human rights
in the continent and stressed
on the nedal for State Parties
to ratify the eisting
protocols, of the African
human rights s/stem, most
notably the Protocol to the
African Charter on human

and Peoples Rights
Establishing an  African
Court on Human and
Peoples Rights.

Spe&ing at the occasion, the
Vice-President of the Repulic
of the Gambia, Madam |satou
Njie Saidy, said that State
Parties to the Charter, must
endeavour to sign and ratify
withou delay, the instruments
put forward by the African
Union. She placed a speaa
emphasis on the Additional
Protocol to the African Charter
on the Rights of Women in
Africa She dso cdled onthe
African Commission to look
into ways and meaxs of
playing fully its role in the
promotion and protedion of
human rightsin Africa

Spe&king on behalf of the
African Commission, the

Chairman, Mr. Kamel Raza

Bara, expresed his
satisfadion at the growing
number of State Parties,
National Human  Rights

Institutions and NGOs
participating at the Sessons of
the Commission. He dso
cdled on State Parties to sign
and ratify the Protocol
Establishing the  African
Court.

New Chairperson @ ACHPR

During the ouse of the
Sessons, the three new
commisgoners who were
eleded in July 2003 by the
Assembly of Heals of States
and Government of the AU,

were sworn in. They are
Commissioner Mohammed
Abdellahi  Ould  Babana,

Commissioner  Sanji M.
Monageng and Commissioner

Tom Bahame Mukirya
Nyandug In a related
development, the African

Commission also eleded Mrs.
Salamata Sawadogo as the
new Chairperson of the

Commission,
Razay Bara.

repladng Mr.

Similarly, Mr. Yassir SA. El
Hassan was elected as Vice
Chairperson, replacing Mrs.
Jainaba Johm.

Moreover, the African
Commission appanted
Commissioner Andrew

Chigovera as the Focal Point
on Frealom of Expresson,
Commissioner Johm as Focd
Point on Human Rights
Defenders in Africa
Commissioner Razag Bara as
Member of the Working
Group on Indigenous
popuations, Commissioner
Monageng as Focd Point on
the Prevention d Torture and
Commissioner Nyanduga as
Focd Point on Refugees and
Displaced Personsin Africa

Five NGOs were granted
Observer  Status by the
Commission. These include
Reseau Afrcan pou le
Developpement  Integre of
Niger, Zimbabwe Human
Rights NGO Forum, Centre
for the Study of Violence and
Reonciliation  of  South
Africa Association pou le
Developpement Humain en
Mauritanie of Mauritania and
Afrique  3eme  Mllenaire
Cercle de Reflexion of Benin.



(1(&7,21

The Oppasition Boycott in Guinea- Is it a Wise Option?

Some dedion analysts were of
the view that the oppdaition
parties in Guinea Conakry,
would take a @e from Senegal
and Kenya, in mobilising
themselves together against the
aging president, in order to oust
him from power. However, the
oppaition parties in Guinea
were not realy for the new and
positive aoaliti on strategies that
had yielded the much needed
results in places like Senegal
and Kenya.

For a number of Guineans, the
failure of the oppdasition parties
to agree on cetan terms in
coming up with a single
presidential candidate , was the
first signa  of  incumbent
President Conte's return to
power. The Common front of
oppdaition parties, CODEM has
been largely torn apart because
of persond differences and self-
interest. This means that the
four magor parties in Guinea
have to face President Lansana
Conte done, if they were to
contest the dedions. A contest,
that was not going to produce
any meaningful result for any
single oppdasition party. The
Union for Progress and
Renewa (UPR) , the Union for
the Progress of Guinea (UPG),
the Democratic Party of Guinea
(DPG) and the Nationa
Alliance for Progress (NAP)
shoud have known that
winning President Conte in any
eledion, whether fair or unfair
would nd be an easy task.

It could berecdled that in 2001,
President Lansana  Conte
manipulated the Constitution in
order to ensure that he contests
the 2004 eledions. Agan
anaysts say that this doud
have been the first warning
signs that Conte wants to chold
on tight® to hs sd. The
oppaition parties therefore
shoud have quickly ralied
themselves together with the
determination that come 2004,
Conte would face a resolute
coalition that would eventually
defed him in the pdlls. Despite
the dynamics in ou different
courtries, a @adlition would

have surely make the
difference
However, what  happened

during the last days lealing to
the dedions in Guineg is the
last thing that most people
would have epeded. A plan
for a total boycott of the
eledions by the magor
oppdaition parties, was indeal a
welcome news to President
Conte. The boycott was largely
triggered by what the oppdasition
cdled the monopdisation d the
national radio and television
stations by the ruling party
during the campaign period.
But shoud this adion by the
government warrant a boycott
of the dedions? One pdliticd
commentator have said that the
oppaition parties in Guinea
shoud clealy accept that the
ruling party is 2 so interwoven
with the State®that everything

that belongs to the state seems
to be that of the ruling party.
Hence therefore they shoud
have work together to device
strategies that would courter
some of these actions that they
were surely going to encourter.

As expeded therefore, the
incumbent President has only
the Yirtually unknown®
Mamadou Bhoye Barry to face
in the Decanber 2003
Presidential eledions. The
result was not a surprise to
anybody. Conte scored 95.6%
of the total number of votes
cast, leaving Barry to manage
with a dharitable 4.4%.

But perhaps we shoud aso try
and revisit the iswue of election
boycotts in Africa Most of
these boycotts have nat yielded
any positive result rather than
giving the incumbent presidents
the oppatunity to dedare
landslide victories. Oppasition
parties often boycott eledions,
only to contest again after a
period d five years. The
Senegalese and Kenyan
examples are the only solution
that can remove the sit tight
presidentsin the continent.

We must therefore @ntinue to
guestion the isaue of eedions
boycott in Africa ad what
dividendsit had yielded so far?



Significance of Human Rightsfor the African Union

Introductory Remarks of the Chair person of the Commisson of the African Union on the
Occasion of the World Human Rights Day - Addis Ababa —African Union Commisson
Headquarters - Wednesday 10December 2003

We ae today commemorating the 55"
anniversary of the aloption by the UN
General Assembly of the Universal
Dedaration of Human Rights at a the
time when we ae facel with the
urgent neal to build a just, united and
peacéul world free from fea, want
and ignorance.

The African Union is fully committed
to the fundamenta values of
soli darity, tolerance, good governance,
participation and integration of the
diverse omponents of African
societies. These values find their
universal meaning in the African and
I nternational Human Rights
instruments; reason for which the
African Union dgves priority to the
observance of Human Rights, all
human rights, including the rights to
peace the right to human security, and
theright to development.

In addition to the Commissioner in
charge of Politicd Affairs whose
primary task includes coordination of
human rights adivities, al the other
components of the Commission of the
African Union assist in various ways
in the redization of human and
peoples rightsin Africa

We can count on the our partners,
particularly the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights to
help integrate fully the human rights
based approach in everything that we
intend to undertake, be it peace
seaurity, children, gender, HIV/AIDS,
humanitarian  issues and even
agriculture or trade related issues.

1. Sergio Vierra de Mello Human
Rights Defenders Award

Firmly committed to the protedion of
Human Rights, the African Union
intends to launch, in collaboration
with the UN High Commisdon for
Mello Human Rights Defenders’'s
Award as atribute to thisillustrious

human rights defender who gave his
lifein the service of peacein Irag. The
objedive of the award is to encourage
Africans in generads and African
human rights defenders to become key
players in the promotion of
democracy, good governance ad
development in Africa the key pill ars
of human and peoples' rights. By this
award we want not only to send a
strong signal that Africais deeply

Mr.Amara Essy

committed to the development of its
human rights agenda to our people and
our partners, but also to invite the
African civil society to get resolutely
involved in the redizaion of our
common goals and aspirations for a
more united continent; united against
impunity, and a @ntinent that upholds
the resped for the rights and dignity of
the human person. Through the Sergio
Vierra de Mello’s Award we want to
encourage African living in Africaand
abroad to join hands in solidarity with
their sisters and brothers of the other
continents to combat terrorism,
exploitation, inhuman, degrading and
cruel treagment, and dscrimination in
all its manifestations.

It is important that solidarity in the
area of human rights dould not be a
one way traffic. It is equaly
important, at this point in time, that
African human rights defenders show
solidarity, not only in the faceof what

is happening in Africabut also extend
such solidarity to Europe, Asia and the
Americas, as many human rights
organizaions from these cntinent to
whenever a aisiseruptsin Africa

3. African Ratification Week

We must pod our efforts to build and
African Union based on the rule of
law. To this end, it is imperative that
all Africainstruments be ratified by all
Africen States and that all of them
fully accale to these instruments and
render acount on their
implementation.

This yea, we launched a ratificaion
week which came to end on 10
December; it is a symbalic day for the
accesson by the whole world to the
rights and dignity of human being.

4. Gender Poalicy

We have grea hopes that the Protocol
to the African Charter relating the
Rights of Women in Africa will be
ratified by al African States, thereby
strengthening our gender policy and
further promoting the rights of
women. In the meaitime, the
Commission of the AU, guided by the
dedsions of our Heals of Statesin the
eledion of 5 women Commissoners
out of 10, will endeavor to achieve the
same standards in al our professonal
ranks. Several countries are in the
same logic and we ae happy to note
that receit eledions in Rwanda
produced a 48% representation for
women in the Nationa Assembly.
That is why we hope that that protocol
on the Rights of Women shall be
ratified by all countries on to boast
our promotion of the rights of women.
This instrument will grealy influence
national legidation in our Member
states.

(Contd. on page 9)
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(Contd. from page 4)

promoting and protecting human
rights. In unty, he said lies
strength and @That is why we have
to work together and presented a

common and well co-ordinated
front in oder to work with
governments.®

On the iswe of child trafficking,
paedophilia and child prostitution,
Mr Sock said #We canot depend
entirely on governments to deal
with such iswes, which are of
critica importance to the very
fabric of civil society.® He
therefore cdled on NGOs to rise
up to the chalenge to proted these
vulnerable members of our society.

The Secretary to the African
Commisson, Mr. Germain
Barricgko, spe&king at  the
occasion sad that the Commisson
is very pleased with the high level
of participation of the various
NGOs aaoss the @ntinent in the
deliberations of the Forum.
aThere ae aout 300 NGOs
enjoying Observer Status with the
Africen Commisson® This he
sad shows how much the
Commisson values the
recommendations and resolutions
tha emanates from the Forum.
The NGOs he said are the eyes and
eas of the African Commisson.

According to Mr. Barriceko, the
Protocol on the Establishment of
an African Court on Human and
Peoples Rightsis yet to come into
force. This instrument, which is
indeed very important in
strengthening the African Human
Rights s/stem, is till awaiting 15
ratifications to come into force.
He dso mentioned that the
Protocol on Women's Rights had
been adopted in Maputo andis also

awaiting its required number of
ratifications.

At the end of the three- day
deliberations, 15 Resolutions were
adoped by the Forum and
forwarded to the Chairman of the
African Commisgon duing the
Public Session of the 34" Ordinary
Session.

Remarks of the Chairperson
of the Commisson of the
African Union

(Contd. from page 8)

5. Institutional Framework
for Human Rights Promotion
and Protection

Redisation d human rights
requires resources on the
ingtitutional level and in human
cgoacity. We have to
strengthen the African Human
Rights promotion and
protedion mechanism, with a
speda focus on the African
Commisgon on Human and
Peoples Rights, the Committee
of Experts on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child and the
future African Court on Human
and Peoples Rights. We ae
still expeding three (3)
ratificaions to launch the court.

We shall also help strengthen
national and regional human
rights mechanisms where they
exist, and encourage the
credion d independent national
human rights institutions in
courtries where they do nd yet
exist. The role of the African
Civil  Society shoudd be
strengthened, harmonized and
promoted; thereby taking full
advantage of the latter's
expertise.

It is with great pleasure that |
annource that the Pan African
has obtained 27ratifications and
thus the Protocol will come into
force on December 14" 2003.
The Parliament is due to have
its inaugural sesson in the first
quarter of 2004.

This being a vey key
instrument in promoting Human
Rights and Good Governance, |
take this oppatunity to appeal
to Member States of the AU
who have not ratified the
Protocol to do so as on as
possble. Our objedive is to
launch the Pan African
Parliament with courtries as
foundng members.

Training and bulding the
cgoacity of our parliamentarians
and dstrict authorities to serve
as  gringboard for the
redization d human rights are
an absolute necessty, and we
shoud devote dl attention to
this, with the suppat of all
concened.  Promotion o
Human Rights Educaion is an
areathat needs pecia attention
and innowation. For withou
total awareness the task of
Human Rights  promotion
becomes all the more daunting.

| thank you.



e ey =

* Conference on
Freedom of
Expression
February 2004
Pretoria, South

Africa

*12h | HRP
April/May 2004

* NG O Forum
May 2004

* 350 Ordinary
Session
May 2004

(',725.,8/

+ DQ@K RUAMAU
| RXIM7 KRP DWL

) RWPP RIHQIRWP DURQ FRQVIDFW

Editor, ACDHRS Newsdletter
P. O. Box 2728,Serrekunda,
The Gambia
Tel: (220) 44623412
Fax: (220 44623389
Email: acdhts@acdhrs.org

ot

3o
"

at®

I L
"
I LT
E [FE——

$)5,851 +80$1 5,* +76 1(: 6/ (77(5

10




