PANEL ON THE ISSUE OF REPRISALS IN AFRICA
68th ORDINARY SESSION OF THE AFRICN COMMISSIONON HUMAN AND
PEOPLES RIGHTS

A. Background
In 2014, the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights
extended the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights
Defenders in Africa to include the issue of reprisals, following multiple
reports of threats and harassment against persons working with the
African human rights system. Thus, under the terms of Resolution
ACHPR/Res.273 (LV) 14 of 12 May 2014, the mandate of the Special
Rapporteur on human rights defenders was expanded to include the
competence Focal Point on Reprisals in Africa, with the remit to:


Gather information and respond effectively to cases of
reprisals against civil society actors, in particular;



Document cases of reprisals received by the Mechanism and
create a database thereon;



Propose urgent measures to the Commission to address
specific cases of reprisals;



Present a report on cases of reprisals to each regular session
of the Commission as part of the Special Rapporteur's
Activity Report; and



Follow up on recorded cases.

DATE, TIME And VENUE

DATE
23 Avril 2021
TIME
11H30-12H30

(Banjul Time).
VENUE

https://zoom.us/webinar/regi
ster/WN_qaIAghJMQEGhBzv
79Pj5vQ

B. Overall objective
In fulfilment of its new mandate, the Mechanism developed Fact Sheet No. 1 on reprisals in
Africa1. It also issued a call for contributions to various actors requesting them to participate in the
preparation of the mandate's first general report on the issue of reprisals in Africa, notably by
providing relevant information on cases of reprisals that they have documented.
The report is still being prepared. However, some difficulties were noted in its preparation, relating
in particular to its conceptualization, the clear identification of State practices that are associated
with reprisals, despite the directives contained in the above-mentioned Fact Sheet No. 1.
Moreover, as yet no contributions have been received from States. Indeed, despite the common
belief that the States are the main perpetrator of acts of reprisal, they sometimes introduce
measures to remedy and prevent such acts. However, these measures are seldom highlighted
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and therefore remain unnoticed by the public, and their effectiveness is
thus diminished or even non-existent.
Measures to prevent and protect against reprisals include laws for the
protection of human rights defenders adopted by certain countries,
notably Côte d'Ivoire, Mali and Burkina Faso. These laws, by organizing
the protection of human rights defenders, provide them with de facto
protection against reprisals.
This panel is intended to discuss the issue of reprisals from the
viewpoint of State and inter-State actors, vis-à-vis civil society actors,
with a view to reconciling the different viewpoints and finding common
solutions to enhance the efforts to combat reprisals and strengthen the
protection of all those working to promote and protect human rights on
our continent.
C. Specific objectives

 Assess the capacity of participants to identify and document acts of
reprisals;
 Ensure that more input is received for the ongoing report writing;
 Ensure that actors understand the importance of reporting reprisal
cases to the mechanism;
Identify the different protection mechanisms and measures put in place by States.

D. Expected outcomes



Greater understanding of the issue of reprisals by the
various actors ;
Improved protection of persons working for the
promotion and protection of human rights through the
sharing of good practices

PROGRAMME
Commissaire Ngoy Lumbu : Allocution de
bienvenue, présentation du panel et des
intervenants (5 minutes)
Mrs Hannah Foster: Overview of the
situation of reprisals on the continent
(7min)
Dr. Bernard Mogesa: National Human
Rights Commissions to address the issue of
reprisals (7min)
Mme Aimée G. Zebeyoux: The State and
the protection of human rights actors
against reprisals/Law on the protection of
human rights defenders in Côte d’Ivoire
(7min)
Commissaire Rémy Ngoy Lumbu:
Presentation of Fact Sheet N 1 on reprisals
(7min)
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